
Bundle 4 Review: The Physical Properties of Matter 

OBJECTIVES 

 I can compare and contrast metals, non-metals 
and metalloids. 

 I can calculate density to determine the identity 
of an unknown. 

 I can detect the physical properties of minerals, 
including  hardness, color, luster and streak  

Questions to Consider 

 What physical properties can be used to distin-
guish between metals, non-metals and metal-
loids? 

 How can density be used by scientists? 
 How can physical properties be used to identify 

minerals? 

The metalloids or semimetals share some of 

the properties of metals and some of the 

properties of non-metals.  

Physical Properties of  
Minerals: 
 
cleavage 
The tendency of a mineral to break 
along certain planes to make smooth 
surfaces. 
fracture 
The way a mineral breaks when it is 
not broken along a cleavage plane. 
hardness 
The ability to resist scratching. 
luster 
The way light reflects off of the sur-
face of the mineral. 
streak 
The color of the powder of a mineral. 


